Syllabus

Real Estate Principles 

RELE 1406
Synonym: 32617
Spring 2009, 12 Week Session

February 16th- May 17th 
Instructor: 


Vance E. Powell III, MAI, SRPA, SRA
E-mail: 


vpowell@austincc.edu 

Phone #:


306-8179
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 164136, Austin, TX 78716
Office Hours:


M & W 12:00-12:30 (By Phone or email)
Required Text/Materials: 
Modern Real Estate Practice In Texas 13th Edition, 




     
Cheryl Peat Nance, ISBN 978-1-4277-6792-9
Book Stores:
Bevo’s 1202 West Ave.
477-2992
Bevo’s 11900 Metric Blvd.
837-9565

ACC Rio Grande

474-2607

ACC Pinnacle


288-2303

ACC Cypress


335-8363

ACC Northridge

834-9366

ACC Riverside

385-5727

ACC Eastview


927-1619

ACC South Austin

223-9100
Course Description:
Overview of real estate broker and salesman license; ethical practice; titles and conveyance of real estate; legal descriptions; law of agency; deeds; encumbrances and liens, personal and real property; contracts; appraisal; finance and regulations; closing procedures; real estate mathematics; and federal, state, and local laws relating to housing discrimination, housing credit discrimination, and community reinvestment. Skills: R ( ) Course Type: W 

Course Rationale:
The purpose of this course is to prepare the student for employment or interacting with the real estate industry. This course will help students develop the understanding and skills necessary to become successful real estate professionals and or consumers.  Real Estate Principles are not just about textbook learning: it challenges students to use their critical/creative skills in all aspects of Real Estate Industry, not just those covered in this course.
Course Objectives: 
Understand how real estate principles are related to other business functions and its importance to the success of the general economy. Be able to identify, analyze, and use sources of local and national real estate data and local economic information to be successful in the real estate industry. Understand good real estate practices and techniques and how to apply them.

Instructor Objectives: 
Each student will be able to take the knowledge from the course and apply it in the business world toward reaching their Real Estate License and/or goals in the Real Estate professions.
Orientation for PCM Principles of Real Estate:

PCM courses are designed for anyone, who has scheduling problems, work-scheduling that conflict with normal class times, or any reasons they may have.   To be successful in a PCM course you must be disciplined to set a time to study the course and then maintaining that schedule.  If you have an attitude that “I will study when I have the time”, you will find that you will not have the time, since there may be other items that will take priority.  The deadlines are established so you do not think you can do all the work at the end of the semester.  If you cannot maintain the schedule as it is presented in the syllabus, please contact me.

The first step to success in this course is the Mandatory Course Orientation.  You must accomplish this by February 20, 2009.  The course information is delivered in Blackboard.  If you are not familiar with the Blackboard software, you can to http://www.austincc.edu/acceid/step1.htm  to obtain an ACCeID that you will need as a first step.  

The orientation for this course consists of reading this Syllabus and the Greetings file, which can be found on the course Blackboard web site. I then need for the student to send me an email acknowledging that they have read and understood the syllabus and understand that all the assignments, tests and projects are required. If there are any questions, please ask them throughout the semester.  The instructor is available to assist you.

In all your emails to me, place the following in the Subject section of the email form:  RELE-1406- (then you can put in a sub-topic if you desire) This will insure that it does not go into a SPAM folder.   Make sure you all ways use your full name to let me know who you are.  peanuts@hotmailI.com does not tell me who you are.  Also please do not use text messaging to send me an email.  In addition please place your full name at the end of your email.  John does not tell me which of the 7 Johns you are.  If you have any questions, please ask them by email or call me at 306-8179.

I would strongly recommend that you re-read the syllabus a number of times during the semester and write down the test and project dates so you will not forget them.  This is to insure that I will receive the tests prior to my having to submit my grades to the Admissions Office.

Instructional Methodology:

A. This section is a print based open campus self study course.  The instructor is available for assistance.  You will study the material on your own.  Tests are taken at ACC Testing Centers.  There are deadlines for all tests and projects.

B. The Backboard software will be used in this course to submit quizzes, find out grades, and announcements.  For those students that are not familiar with the software, you can obtain detail instructions on: http://itdl.austincc.edu/blackboard/stlogin.htm   If you have any anxiety over this or problems with Blackboard, please contact me.

The student is required to make continuous and steady progress in this course.  That means meeting deadlines for tests and quizzes.  Failure to make progress may result in the student being withdrawn from the course by the instructor.

Course Scope & Objectives:

This online course has been setup to help you self pace your studies to successfully complete the entire text (24 Chapters) within 12 weeks. You will cover the same material as in a lecture class. You must be able to communicate with the instructor by email.  You need an individual account, which is not shared with anyone else. Class information will be found in various sections of the Blackboard site. In the Content Area under Lectures there are Power Point Presentations outlining the objectives for each chapter grouped in 5 chapter clusters. Then there are individual lectures for each chapter in a pdf. format (Adobe Acrobat) to assist your readings. Each student is expected to review the related Power Point and Adobe files, complete the weekly readings, complete the textbook questions at the end of each chapter, and then complete the Chapter Quizzes by the due dates. 
All quizzes will be submitted through the digital drop box and will be time stamped.

Each Quiz is worth 2.0 points and will account for 48% of your Final Grade. The maximum credit for late quizzes is 50%. (turned in after due date). The answers to quizzes will become available the following week and any quizzes turned in afterwards will receive a maximum grade of 25%. The Final Exam will account for 52% of your Final Grade. The Final Exam Test will be taken on-campus in the Testing Centers. Testing center information is at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/.  You must have your ACC ID in order to take a test in an ACC testing center.
IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE QUIZZES AND THE FINAL EXAM ARE TIME SENSITIVE AND IN ORDER TO BE GIVEN FULL CREDIT MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE DUE DATE.
WEEKLY CHAPTER READINGS & QUIZZES
	WEEK
	CHAPTERS 
	DUE DATE

	1
	1, 2, 3, 
	2/23

	2
	4, 5, 6, 
	3/2

	3
	7, 8, 9, 
	3/9

	4
	Spring Break
	3/16

	5
	10, 11,12, 
	3/23

	6
	Mid-Term (Chapters 1-12)
	3/30

	7
	13, 14, 15,
	4/6

	8
	16, 17
	4/13

	9
	18, 19, 20
	4/20

	10
	21, 22,
	4/27

	11
	23, 24
	5/4

	12
	FINAL EXAM (Chapters 13-24)
	5/11-5/13


Course Policies:

A. Incomplete Policy: An incomplete (I) will be granted to a student in rare circumstances. Generally, to receive a grade of I, a student must have completed all exams and assignments to date, be passing, and have personal circumstance that prevent course completion after the deadline to withdraw with a grade of W.

B.  Withdrawal Policy: It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from a course. 
      Instructors are allowed to withdraw students but students must not rely on their 
      instructors to withdraw them if they wish to withdraw. 
SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR RECEIVING A “W” IN A COURSE:  The Texas Legislature has now, for the second session in a row, instituted some substantial consequences for students who withdraw from courses. Students have traditionally thought of a W as a non-penalty grade, thus it is very important that students understand the direction that the state is going about withdrawals so that they can avoid substantial negative consequences later. The consequences instituted by the state in 2005 are that, for most courses, if a student enrolls for the course for the third time, the student will have to pay substantially more tuition for the course.
C. Scholastic Dishonest Statement: Acts prohibited by the college for which
     
discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not
          
limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized 
collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to test, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. Violation of scholastic dishonesty will be results in receiving an F on the test and/or project and a possible failure in the course, determined by circumstances.

D. Students with Disabilities Statement: Each ACC campus offers support services 
for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. “Students who are requesting accommodation must provide the instructor with a letter of accommodation from the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) at the beginning of the semester. Accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the letter of accommodation from OSD.”

RULE OF THREE:  Per state law, effective Spring 2006 any student taking a class for the third time or more may be charges an additional $60 per credit hour unless exempted.  We call it the Rule of Three. The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has mandated that all publicly funded higher-education institutions will not receive funding for courses a student takes for the third time or more.  Without the state funding for those affected classes, ACC will charge additional tuition to pay for the cost of the class.  The new “Rule of Three” tuition costs will not apply to developmental courses, Continuing Education courses, special-studies courses in which the content changes each time, or other selected courses.  For additional information go to http://austincc.edu/admiss/ruleofthree/  In 2007, the state declared that, for incoming freshmen in Fall 2007 and later, there will be a limit of six W’s overall in the student’s college career. http://www.austincc.edu/withdraw/WithdrawalInformation.php
Distance Learning Student Information is available at http://dl.austincc.edu/students/#Resources.  If you are not sure about the technical skills needed to be successful in a Distance course please review the Technical Skills Checklist at http://dl.austincc.edu/Students/TechCheck.html.  If you need Computer services go to http://irt.austincc.edu/ict/computing for more information.  Library services are available online for Distance Learning students at http://dl.austincc.edu/students/#Library.  The Office for Students with Disabilities is located at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/
Distance Learning Help Line, 1-512-223-8026, Toll free 1-888-223-8026 or dl@austincc.edu. Distance Learning Help Line is open 8am to 5pm Monday-Friday.
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